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The Methodist Federation for Social Action, an unofficial membership 
organization, founded in 1907, seeks to deepen within the Church, 
the sense of social obligation and opportunity to study, from the 
Christian point of view, social problems and their solutions and to pro- 
mote social action in the spirit of Jesus. The Federation stands for the 
complete abolition of war. The Federation rejects the method of the 
struggle for profit as the economic base for society and seeks to replace 
ft with social-economic planning to develop a society without class or 
group discriminations and privileges. In seeking these objectives, the 
Federation does not commit its members to any specific program, but 
remains an inspirational and educational agency, proposing social changes 
by democratic decisions, not by violence. 
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The Willard Uphaus Story 


By WILLARD UPHAUS 


Editor's Note: By the same narrow 5-4 margin which upheld the 
nconstitutional behaviour of the House Committee on Un-American Act- 
‘ities in the Lloyd Barenblatt case, the U. S$. Supreme Court on June 
tuled against Willard Uphaus and for Louis Wyman, New Hampshire’s 
ttorney General and one of the our high court’s most dedicated enemies. 
he ruling empowers New Hampshire to imprison Willard until he sur- 
anders to that state’s witch hunt the guest list of World Fellowship 
nd private correspondence between the Fellowship and _ its speakers. 
Vith such illiberal decisions from our highest court, what remains of 
‘aditional Anglo-Saxon presumption of innocence until guilt is shown? 
Vhat remains of our laws assuring privacy and prohibiting censorship 
f the mails? Our cherished traditions and Constitution protect all 
zeh individuals and Fellowships from being compelled. by authority 
» degrade, or become witnesses against, themselves: What remains? 
lar Constitution guarantees the free exercise of religious conscience. 
Villard’s religious conscience prohibits his violating the long-established 
iblical mandate against tattling on one’s innocent neighbors and friends 
nd placing their good names and reputations in jeopardy at the hands 
£ unprincipled smearers and persecutors. Thus the slender illiberal 
upreme Court majority strikes a blow at constitutional privilege and the 
ree religious conscience. What happened to Willard could have hap- 
ened, and can yet happen, to all of us who take seriously the im- 
eratives of the Gospel and of Biblical religion. Furthermore, the ruling 
aves Willard (and Americans in general by implication) without pro- 
setion from punishment, cruel,. unusual, and so unconstitutional. No 
ime limit is placed on his authorized jail sentence; so he could get- 
fe imprisonment for fidelity to religious principle and conscience. His- 
ory shows that the illiberal Supreme Court decision of today can be 
allowed by the liberal and freedom-supporting decision of tomorrow. 
et us all in MFSA- and the churches work for a new American climate 
: which Willard’s and our religious freedom and. constitutional rights 
ill be rewon and made secure. It has been widely held that the 
upreme Court’s illiberal June 8 decisions were the present ‘slender 
lajority’s response to the massive attacks, in and out of Congress, on 
ue Court’s earlier liberalism. Our Summer issue described those attacks, 
nd the response to them by the national MFSA meeting in May.—In 
nis--article, written first- for. National-Guardian, and now generously 
ffered us, Willard describes his feelings after June 8. -- 


is I climbed the long flight of steps to the entrance of the 
sing United States Supreme Court Building in Washington 
November 17, ming] feelings of pain and gratitude came 
“me. Chiseled out plainly for the whole world to see 
: the words, “Equal Justice Under the Law.” Memories 
ed in of an eventful life lived in a wonderful land that had 
gracious to me in many ways. Under freedom I had tilled 
in Indiana, grown up in the church, taught in the schools, 
t with labor during the great depression for the right to 
nize and live a decent life, and finally called through World 
yship to help bring all humanity together in a brotherhood 
eace and plenty. The great heritage of the Bill of Rights had 
In the morning of November 17 I thought I was coming to 
ictorious end of a long struggle to be free of the real sub- 
s of our Dalat liberties, free of those who would 
not the body, but the soul of man. A few friends had 
fascism is here, that the police state had come. But 
Id not accept.. Was I not still alive and well? Was I not 
utside prison walls, and with the help of a host of friends 
he ablest counsel available making a case that seemed so 


6 on 


é € 


_ association and democratic assembly be with us. — 


and correspondence with speakers for 1954 and 1955. The major- 
ity opinion held that “the basis of Nelson thus rejects the notion 
that it stripped the states of the right to protect themselves.” 
A frightened state had through its anti-sedition act spent thous- 
ands of dollars of taxpayers money to protect itself from. over- 
throw by a Christian pacifist or by a World Fellowship of friendly 
people dedicated to a peaceful solution of the problems of war, 
poverty, hunger, and bigotry. 

Three courts, said Justice Clark, had disagreed with Dr. Up- 
haus in interpreting his right to refuse to produce the records 
called for. Can one without appearing to be opinionated and 
arrogant continue to pit the inner voice of conscience against 
such an array of judicial opinion? I rest my. case with the find- 
ings of the minority that constitutionally, protected rights had 
been violated and that “the investigatory objective was the im- 
permissible one of exposure for exposure’s sake.” But far beyond 
this I lay hold of a profound religious and ethical teaching, as 
ancient as the Old Testament and the history of the church, that 
it is morally wrong to put innocent people into the hands of 
unscrupulous investigators who have the power to frighten, to 
slander, to punish through ugly publicity, and to take away the 
means of livelihood. ages 

As we proceed together in our struggle to restore civil and 
religious liberty we ‘must not be overcome by the personal suffer- 
ing of individual victims. ‘I feel much:more hurt about my 
country than about myself. Decisions against Lloyd Barenblatt 
and Willard Uphaus show that a déadly sickness has overtaken 


“us, that we are still far from well. We needed to be shocked into 


the reality of our situation. We need to see how two rulings 
have opened the floodgates for the sinister’ forces that would 
repress and terrify, that would close the mouths of teachers and 
preachers, and that would call subversive what is dissent and 
basic social reconstruction. We need to see the relation of the 
cold war and the struggle of our colored brothers for a place of 


dignity in a friendly, integrated society to this campaign to 


silence the prophetic voice. We need to see that a full-blown 
police state is a live possiblity. We need to see that although 
Attorney General Wyman and Senator Eastland have their dif- 
ferences they are in full accord in frustrating our upward climb 
to true democracy. My guess is that Mr. Wyman neyer lost sleep 
over fear of any violence that might emanate from World Fellow- 
ship. If there is any trembling it is from the consciousness ‘of a 
growing world-wide unity of people who want to shake off the 
threat of war and free themselves from the tyranny of vested 
interests. A faith that lives is not one that goes to church but 
one that brings moral judgments on the sins of society. 

Mrs. Uphaus, whose inward calm is a present blessing ee 
description, and I wish to assure our friends that World Fellow- 
ship will carry on. It represents an idea that is historically ripe, 
a wonderful combination of recreation of body and mind, fine 
fellowship, congenial people, and a dynamic community dedicated 
to peace and justice without barriers of race, faith or nationality. 
We have faith that through our growing World Fellowship family, 
through quick response.of friends, through the Religious readies 
Committee, and other friendly forces, we shall win. It is 
ly important that,those who uphold our gre 
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Resolution on the Dr. Willard Uphaus Case Passed at the 
Annual Meeting of the Oregon Chapter of the Methodist 
Federation for Social Action, July 19,1959, Gresham, Ore.: 


In the Dr. Willard Uphaus case, there are two basic issues 
involved: First, the issue of Pacifism vs. Militarism; and second, 
the right of every American citizen to take sides on any issue. 


The contest between Pacifism and Militarism has been a con- 
tinuous one since man’s earliest recordings of history. In order 
to understand. this contest for the control of man’s mind and 
destiny, we should know what Pacifism and Militarism are. Pacif- 
ism is an attitude of mind opposing all war, and advocating settle- 
ment of international disputes entirely by arbitration. Militarism 
is an attitude of mind exalting military virtues and ideals, advocat- 
ing the policy of aggressive military preparedness. Two of the 
outstanding Pacifists a history are Jesus Christ, and Mohandas 

Gandhi. Two of the outstanding Militarists of history are Genghis 
Khan, and Adolph Hitler. 


Here in the United States in the year 1959, the dominance 
of Militarism in our lives is evident everywhere. We have exalted 
not only military virtues and ideals, but we have placed military 
leaders in the highest corporate and governmental positions. 
From the President of the United States down to the lowliest 
elected official, the war record of the successful candidate has 
been a major factor in his political success. The policy of ag- 
gressive military preparedness has resulted in the transformation 
of our former “Good Neighbor” policy into a “Cold War” policy, 
and has changed the traditional peace-time, competitive economy 
of the United States into a monopoly-controlled economy and 
largély based on government-subsidized military production and 
‘research. In short, Militarism dominates our economic, educa- 
‘tional, political and even our religious institutions in the United 
States to such an extent that the supporters of Pacifism appear 
to be nonexistent. 


"However, the irrestible advance in the science of weaponry 

has finally reached the point where the age-long contest between 

2 pacifism and militarism must be resolved. Either we Americans 

continue in our present uncritical acceptance of Militarism with 

__ its ultimate and complete disaster for all mankind, or we adopt 

the attitude of mind of Pacifists and seek survival, as Americans 
in the collective security of the human race. 


~As to the second issue in the Dr. Uphaus case, the right of 
American citizen to take sides. on ‘any question, Justice 
2 ‘kc of the United States Supreme Court summed up the:matter 
: -exceedingly well. in these words: 
inthis case really boil down.to one—whether we asa people will 
i fearfully.. and. futilely, to preserve democracy by adopting 
‘totalitarian. methods,: or whether in accordance with our tradi- 
ions and our constitution we pagal ive the powidenite end cour- 


poe Raseicit Dr. Willard Uphaits? confi- 
engdand courage to be free to espouse the: Pacifist point of view, 
embers .of the Oregon Federation for Social Action, assembled 
.4nnual convention on this 19th’ day of July, 1959, hereby unan- 
pupport the courageous. stand of Dr. Uphaus and here- 
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MFSA 1959 PROGRAM RESOLUTIONS, 


(Concluded from Summer Issue) 


Abolition of Capital Punishment 

The M.F.S.A. goes on record in favor of abolishing cap 
punishment. a" 
Ending of Unemployment 5 

The Methodist Federation for Social Action advocates ¢ 
insists that involuntary unemployment be no longer tolerated, 

Mhere is in today’s needy world more than enough sock 
useful work in-almost every area of creative human endeavor 
provide jobs for all who are willing and able. . 

We believe that if and when private industry is unable 
unwilling to provide these jobs, it becomes the duty. of soci 
through its agencies of government to do so. 

We further believe this to be directly in conformity with 
teaching of Christ and his apostles. “Look not every man on 
own things but also on the things of others.” 
Un-American Activities Committee Abolition 

We stand for abolition of the Un-American Activities Cc 
mittee at the earliest possible date. { 
Revision of the Walter McCarran Act 

We call for revision of the Walter McCarran Law to ral 
impossible to deport a foreign born resident for his beliefs ; 
associations. We ask a second revision to make it impossible 
deport a foreign born resident for violation of a law which \ 
not a crime at the time designated by the indictment. 

Surplus Foods to Feed the Hungry b| 

We urge Congress to explore means of using farm s tp 
foods for relief of the hungry of all nations, including the Um 
States, through such instruments as Church World Service ¢ 
the Friends Service Committee. Surpluses are now stored 
warehouses at the cost of over a billion dollars a year. 


Aid Refugees 

We call attention to the work of the Methodist ‘Com: it 
for Overseas Relief and the designation of 1960 as Refugee re 
and urge cooperation in its work. —— 


Abolition-of War : 
We reiterate our historic stand for complete: abolition of § 
For Integrated. Church and Society ; 
It is the official position of The Methodist Cuyrah® to 
_ toward. a. racially inclusive church «in .an integrated. soc ie 
M.F\S.A. favors abolition of the Central (segregated Negro) Ju; 
diction of ‘The. Methodist Church (through action. of the f 
coming 1960 General .Conference) and integration of | 
- churches’ as’ the occasions arise, We-encourage annual conf 
to” investigate securing funds to. aid churches, where’ ne 
_the transition to integration. |. 
We support action to eliminate all. ‘ania aiserimin 
_ segregation in society as well as Church. — 
Recognition and Admission. of | China 
- We. express appreciation. f Pe 
Conference, Sponsored by the N : 
commend. for study itsig report, “Ch: 
Changing. Planet.”. We affirm “con, 
plea for recognition | of the Pepple’s 
admission feo, hae United Nations. W. 
fo assert itself on int 
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evere for Full Disarmament 

Ve commend the efforts of the Foreign Ministers to reach 
-ement on crucial problems such as disarmament and nuclear 
mg. Control of armaments is essential to lasting peace, and 
must persevere in all efforts to find effective means of 
seving it. 

ig the interest. of the peace to which the gospel of, Jesus and 
jpolicy of our Federation impel us, we urge our government 
peek with other powers agreement to negotiate a ban and 
mmeiation of all war, by eliminating under international in- 
btion and control, all major armed forces, reducing such for- 
jin every nation to the minimum level necessary for domestic 
enforcement (but not for waging war). Under this proposal 
“e would be transferred to the United Nations alone any re- 
ning major armed force, that force to serve after the peaceful, 
ful pattern already established by the U. N. under*Canadian 
iative and with U. S. support in the Suez crisis, in the case 
he United Nations Emergency Force (U.N.E.F.). 

We further urge agreement to use a significant portion of 
vast funds released by ending the cold war and its world- 
satening arms race, for the Special United Nations Fund for 
momic Development, (SUNFED). The purpose would be to 
e living standards and abolish preventable poverty, disease, 
[misery in the vast economically under-developed areas. This 
gram is desperately needed by the undemourished peoples. 
Ss impossible of adequate execution, as long as the resources 
the major powers are drained on the wasteful and menacing 
IS race. = 
yand Intercultural Exchange 

Believing that wars arise in the minds of men and that peace 
y also_be established in the minds of men, we urge continued 
|increased exchange of persons on all levels between countries 
better understanding and mutual respect. 
nbat Alcohol, Tobacco Health Erosion 

We approve on scientific grounds passage of federal legislation 
ning circulation and broadcasting of advertising material for 
a of use of alcohol and tobacco. We also call for ces- 
n of the serving of alcoholic beverages on eh ones 


Eastern Policy Proposals — 

In the Far East we call for new measures in the interest of 
ility and peace. 

3 (ie 2 mies 
1. Recognition of the Peoples Republic of China and nego~ 
ion with that’ and other interested governments ‘inthe area 
reduction of tensions and pescetal ht democratic solution of 
lems. 

. Ending the OS. trade extibangs: on China sd expansion 
eaceful, ‘mutually beneficial trade. 

3. Peaceful withdrawal of eaeiere aca from China’s 
islands. ee Peete ee aees ts 
i[Roreat ge) eae 9 f 
Withdrawal of all foreign =, ae tats Bet agree- 


A Saas as 
by MF 


| affairs... ~; eae 

; | Free election of BROW, all-Korean democratic: government 
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nce and neutrality: oe ae tone, non-partici- 
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ROLL CALL FOR RADICALS 
By O. WALTER WAGNER® 


An Articulate Leadership 


A Revival of Radical Religion could tum us from despair and 
a new dark age of character destruction and world devastation. 
That hope is presently vague, for religious radicals are in retreat. 
Articulate prophetic leadership could save us now but McCarthy- 
ism has it muzzled. Smear-tactic politicians, enlightened self- 
interest groups and conservative religious leadership are united in 
building a dam to keep back the surging waves of social recon- 
struction welling up in peoples’ movements around the world, 
and in millions of heavy hearts at home burdened by the tension 
of these times. 


McCarthyism, Materialism and Conservatism join forces to 
silence reforms stemming from famine, devastation and totalitar- 
ianism abroad and from segregation, secularism and cupidity at 
home. Danger of our age is this evil effort to silence the social 
prophets. Every pastor should take fresh measure of his ministry. 
All who have courage to do it are apt to see a cross emerge above 
the mist of the fallacious accusations. Character assassinations 
are Twentieth-Century crucifixions. A smeared pastor is thought 
to be as dead as a crucified carpenter—but let crucifixion come— 
then and only then— are there resurrections. Beware only lest the. 
modern pastor. choose priestly privilege and personel! protection 
in place of prophetic pioneering. 

No easy choice is this. Yet the triumph or derene of Christian- 
ity in our day rests upon whether those entrusted with the Gospel 
perform at pretty ceremonies and sentimental services or preach | 
and practice prophetic righteousness in perfect love. There is no 
fear in love, yet fear immobilizes present-day radicals, allying 
them on the side of reaction. ~ ’ 


Fear of Radicalism Paralyzes Christianity 


In all ages, fear of radicalism paralyzes religious reforms ie 
prompts those against whom reforms are started to persecution, — 
Official charge against the spirit of Jesus in our day is “radical- 
ism” and McCarthyism labels all radicalism as subversive: Fear Toe 
of being so labeled has virtually stifled reform in Church — ey 
society. In every age fear prompts reactionaries to persecute. t ae 
real religionists all in the name of God. Jesus did not escape Hee 
charge of blasphemy. His closest followers cannot escape the | 
charge of subversion and radicalism. God forbid. that the New — 
Day shall be forfeited because present day entrenched reaction ry 
_leaders call every. attempt to implement the Gospel subver: ve 
.and radical., The peculiar predicament of the Twentieth 
ostracized, radical is his lost status both within and withov 
church., Within the church: he is held captive “by Conservatisrr 
Without the church he is a fugitive from the hysteria of the Cor 
munist hunters. The paramount responsibility . of ‘every pas' 
_to measure his ministry anew by the ministry of one wi 
~ also, accused. of stirring up the feet ‘ ore 
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BEHIND THE HEADLINES 


At this writing (mid-September) the dominant theme in the 
headlines, and behind them, is the visit here of Premier Khrush- 
chev. The value of this event; and of the return visit of Presi- 
dent Eisenhower to the Soviet Union, depends upon what they 
do, or don’t do, toward the ending of the cold war. By this yard- 
stick all the positions taken by both sides in the ensuing discus- 
sions need to be measured. This is because the cold war increases 
the threat of nuclear war and prevents the development of the 
only alternative—peaceful coexistence. 

Both the President and the Premier have a clear mandate from 
their respective peoples to do all that can be done to put an end 
to war. Each has recognized the imperative behind the mandate, 
At his press conference of August 25 the President, in reply to 
Truman’s comment that a visit to Moscow would erode the pres- 
tige of his office, stated the reason he felt that any President 
who refused, or failed, to use the last atom of prestige or energy 
to try and discover how to end war ought to be condemned by 
the American people: 

“Tt seems to me that everybody is forgetting what we are doing 
to ourselves. We are putting now, just in the engines and the training 
and the preparations for war something on the order of 41 billions .. . 
If this thing goes over, goes on and on, indefinitely into the future, 
where is the explosion point? . . . We are talking about the human 
race and what is going to happen to it.” 

In his TV appearance in Britain the President. said: 

Peace ... is the imperative of our time, (because) war has become 
so threatening in its capacity for destruction of the whole world.” 

In his article on the condition of peaceful coexistence in our 

. <¢ . . * 

magazine “Foreign Affairs,” Premier Khrushchev wrote: 
“The question of peaceful coexistence . . . interests literally every 


man and woman on the globe (because) should war break out, no count- 
ry will be able to shut itself off from a crushing blow.” 
He also asked: 

“How many factories, apartment houses, schools, hospitals and Jibra- 
ries could have been built everywhere with the funds now spent on the 
preparation for another war? And how far could economic progress 
have been advanced in the undeveloped countries if we had converted 
to these purposes at least some of the means which are now being 
spent on war purposes?” 

In the British broadcast the President suggested Soviet Coop- 
eration to this end: Be tes < 

“There are. . . 700,000,000 people who today are living without 
sufficient clothing, shelter, and health facilities. They are not going to 
remain quiescent . . . there is just going to be an explosion if we don’t 
do something about it . . . I think the biggest cooperative job in the 
world is that this civilization, including the Soviet, ought to address 
itself to this problem on a cooperative basis . . . i 
There is not as much agreement between President Eisenhower 


and Premier Khrushchevconcerning the need to end the cold war, ». 


nor the same awareness of that necessity among their respective 
ers . In reporting the universal hope in the Soviet Union 
_ that the Khrushchey visit here will “ensure peace to the world,” 
the head of the New York Times Moscow bureau adds that the 

_ expression of this hope is accomplished by a 
the a hes only es in that di 
ported here came from a private meeting of 
industrial and financial leader : 
the United States ho ‘ ee 
fd Be to end eis ta cntoeerd ts 4 
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‘of the current interchange of views, church members and ¢ 


‘ 


nuclear weapons tests. Referring to the great service the church 
can perform for peace “in uniting better the free peoples of t 


world,” he is reported to have said: a 
“I think we should never forget that we are supporting princip 

which are after all religious in their derivation—and I mean politics 
speaking—as against a godless system; and because this is an atheis 
ideology, denying all human right and any kind of human dignity, ? 
have an enemy operating under a dictatorship that has us at a 


advantage.” 
This proposal to the National Council of Churches is a repel 
tion of the attempt of Dulles to put the sanction of religion behi 
the cdl war. It nullifies the President’s suggestion of cooperati 
from the Soviet’ Union in efforts to end under-nourishment, pI 
ventable disease, illiteracy and ignorance. I 
The root of this dangerous inconsistency is the failure to reed 
nize that in the day when peaceful coexistence presents the on 
alternative.to the H-bomb and rocket war the cold war rules 0 
that alternative by seeking to end coexistence. This it tries to: 
by inciting and aiding counter-revolution against communist g@ 
ernments, and coalition governments containing communists, { 
order to replace a socialist with capitalist economy. In this eff 
its extremists seek a preventive war and its moderates prepa 
for limited wars by distributing smaller nuclear weapons, tht 
creating a response in kind from the one third of the world ne 
maintaining itself by some form of socialist economy. The dang 
of nuclear war is thus increased, and is still further enlarged 
the opposition of cold war forces to all proposed steps to redu 
that menace. 
We are being told, contrary to the history of all. armame 
races, by voices in both the political and the religious world th 
we may expect these cold war tensions to continue for a genet 
tion or more. ; 
This relation of the cold war to the need of mankind to ¢ 
rid of the threat of nuclear war also obtains in respect to % 
proposals for disarmament. This will have to be dealt with on 
later occasion. — ieee 
Meantime what is happening regarding the cold war and 
prospect for peaceful coexistence brings to organized relig 
and especially its peace movement, the biggest challenge it 
yet faced. Reading and hearing mostly cold war. interpr 
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rest of the nation sorely need the judgments of ethical r 
Furthermore the leaders of that persuasion will be better p 
to give help if they will closely examine the proposal for 
ficial competition between the capitalist and socialist ec 
to let the uncommitted peoples see which better s 
material and spiritual needs in the light of Jesus’ 
the fruit of good and evil trees and his faith that 


be able in the long run to choose aright. ae ae 
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